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P11ntller Sports News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

Aug. 30, 1983
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HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's football Panthers would like to see
a repeat of last year's opening game as they kickoff the '83 season at Illinois State
Saturday (Sept. 3) evening.
Game time is 6:30 p.m. at ISU's Hancock Stadium in Normal.
In the 1982 opener EIU downed the Redbirds 27-14 in Charleston and went from there
to an 11-1-1 season and NCAA I-AA quarterfinal spot.
The Panthers will have 14 starters returning from last year's club however quarterback isn't one of them so "it's a night-and-day difference between this year's game
and last year's," said first year coach Al Molde.
Whoever takes the opening QB snap for the Panthers will have never played a down
of football at any four year school so EIU may play it close to the vest for awhile.
Molde hasn't pinpointed a starting quarterback however Gary Scott (Ingleside, CALos Angeles City CC), who came in No. 1, no longer is a sure bet as sophomores John
Rafferty (Mt. Carmel) and Sean Payton (Naperville Central) are closing fast.
"We may use as many as three different QBs depending on how the game progresses,"
said Molde.

"Since none has taken a center snap for us we aren't sure what to expect

under fire but if we can keep from beating ourselves we should do OK because everyone's
excited about this game."
The Panthers have some last minute juggling with the offensive line as senior Steve
Martin (Schaumburg) injured a knee which will sideline him a minimum three weeks.
Mike Kuhn (Downers Grove-North), a two year letterman who has started off and on
during his first two years, will replace Martin at left guard.
Two JC transfers have nailed down the kicking chores, another preseason source of
concern, with Henry Castellanos (Lawndale, CA-El Camino CC) slated to punt and Hector
Techera (Elizabeth, NJ-Arizona Western CC) handling extra points and field ~oals.
-more-
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THE GAME:
BROADCAST:

Eastern Illinois University at Illinois State, Saturday, Sept. 3, 6:30 p.m.,
Hancock Stadium, Normal, IL
All EIU football games will be heard live over Mattoon's 50,000 watt WLBH-FM,
97 on the dial. Ken Wooddell will handle play-by-play with Doug Bock providing commentary. The broadcast will begin with the 6:15 Al Molde show.

SERIES STANDING:

LAST YEAR:

Illinois State leads the series 37-27-8 however the Panthers have won
four of the last five. The first game was played in 1901, and its been
a continuous series since 1912, except for the war years, making it one
of the state's oldest rivalries.

Kevin Staple and Wes Nixon rushed for 141 and 133 yards, respectively, the
most ever by two backs, to lead EIU to a 27-14 victory. The Panthers had
477 yards total offense while ISU, which had 246, picked up just 40 rushing.
Elvin Carmichael had 12 solo tackles including three QB sacks. Staple and
linebacker Reggie Taylor were conference 'players of the week'.

SUCCESS AT ISU:

The Panthers have won five straight opening games last losing an opener,
20-0, at Illinois State in 1977 • • • two years ago EIU was defeated in
Normal 25-3 as then QB Jeff Christensen attempted 55 passes and was intercepted five times • • • EIU last won at ISU 24-0 in 1979 and before that
it was an 8-7 victory in 1965 so wins there have been few and far between.

ABOUT EIU:

The offensive line, although not quite as large as last year's segment, still
tips the scale at an impressive 6-1, 250 • • • Teddy Coopwood, the smallest at
5-11, 220, has won the center battle over Del Pittman, who goes 6-3, 280 • • •
quarterback is the only position on offense that will not have a letterman
starting • • • Doyle Foster, who is expected to start ahead of Charlie Person
at one corner, is the only projected defensive starter who has not lettered
also new this year will be the specialists on the special teams •
Henry Castellanos and Hector Techera will punt and kick, respectively • • •
Chuck Bingham, a transfer from Rock Valley CC, will be the long snapper replacing Len Seward who did noi:: ieturn-iothe team • • • wide receiver Jim
Schmidt will hold on placements • • • the Panthers carry the state's best
record for the past five years into the '83 season as they have a 47-15-1
mark during this era • • • it will
be a veteran team opening against
ISU as no more than two sophomores will likely start the game.

ABOUT ISU:

The Redbirds lost only one offensive lineman to graduation so the team returns
virtually intact led by QB John Coppens who broke five passing records and
tied two others • • • he accounted for 1489 yards passing and nine TDs last
season • • • running backs Chris Bowers and Kevin Jones combined for more than
800 yards rushing • • • the secondary had a school record tying 20 pass interceptions last year with All-American Mike Prior leading with eight
• two
new interior linemen are Curtis Garrett, a transfer from Illinois, and Paul
Claussen, a JC transfer.

MOLDE ON EIU:

"In order to be successful we can't have many turnovers • • • we've got
to play an error free game. Ideally we'd like to stay on the ground
utilizing (Kevin) Staple and (Wes) Nixon's experience. But the game
situation may dictate that we open it up a bit more. One thing's for
sure • • • our men are ready to play. They've been going at it for nearly
three weeks and are anxious to do some hitting against someone other than
their own players so I know we won't lack for enthusiasm or intensity."
-more-
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MOLDE ON ISU:

"It's a night-and-day difference between the team Eastern beat at this
time last year and now. We saw film on some of their final games of
1982 and Illinois State is a vastly improved club. With 21 starters
returning, plus some transfers, they will be considerably better and,
just as we are anxious, I'm sure they will be too ••• especially with
it being a home game. Also, even though John Coppens is the returning
starter at QB, he didn't see much action here last year so he's a
fairly new face to our people."

OPPONENTS SCHEDULE:

EIU STARTERS:
SE
LT
LG
C
RG
RT
TE
QB
HB
FB
FL

9
70
50
68
79
65
82
19
8
3
81

Southern Illinois at Western Illinois
Northeast Missouri at Nebraska-Omaha
Akron hosts Kent State
Northern Iowa hosts Drake
Indiana State hosts Northeast Louisiana
DEFENSE

OFFENSE

Jerry Wright (5-11, 170, Jr.)
Brad Mars (6-3, 310, Jr.)
Kent Lawrence (6-1, 240, Sr.)
Teddy Coopwood (5-11, 220, Sr.)
Mike Kuhn (6-1, 240, Jr.)
Alvin McMurray (6-2, 260, Sr.)
Dirk Androff (6-7, 240, Sr.)
Gary Scott (6-1, 175, Jr.)
Kevin Staple (5-8, 180, Sr.)
Wes Nixon (5-7, 170, Sr.)
Jim Schmidt (5-10, 170, Jr.)

LE
LT
RT
RE
SSB
MLB
WLB
LCB
RCB
SS
FS

92
66
76
77
55
33
5
12
42
22
28

Frank Walsh (6-2, 215, Jr.)
Greg Duncan (6-1, 205, Sr.)
Chris Nicholson (6-0, 240, Sr.)
Elvin Carmichael (6-2, 220, Sr.)
Ortega Jackson (6-0, 200, Sr.)
Tyrone Covington (5-11, 210, Jr.)
Reggie Taylor (5-11, 195, Sr.)
Doyle Foster (5-9, 155, So.)
Gary Bridges (5-11, 180, Sr.)
Dan Fallon (5-10, 180, Jr.)
Robert Williams (5-11, 190, Sr.)

Punter: 1 Henry Castellanos (5-11, 180, Jr.)
Kicker: 36 Hector Techera (5-11, 190, Jr.), 25 Dave Strauch (5-9, 185, Jr.)
Returns: 18 Charlie Person (5-8, 160, Sr.), 42 Gary Bridges (5-11, 180, Sr.)
Holder: 81 Jim Schmidt (5-10, 170, Jr.)
Long Snapper: 54 Chuck Bingham (5-10, 220, So.)
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